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Australia’s Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands are a plant community characterised by a canopy of large
Eucalyptus trees, few mid-storey shrubs and a high diversity of plants in the ground layer with many grasses
and herbs. Much more than just grass and trees, Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands also provide habitat for a
wondrous variety of mammal, bird, reptile, frog and invertebrate species. Tree hollows, fallen logs, branches
and leaves, and seeding native grasses are just some of the elements that provide important microhabitats and
food for fauna.

Once widespread through Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria, Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands have
been extensively cleared for agriculture and modified for livestock grazing. Only small remnants which have
escaped these impacts remain in near-original condition. In spring, as plants in the ground layer start to flower,
visiting these special places provides a glimpse of the incredible natural beauty and diversity that can be found
in this community.

Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands still face threats. By encouraging landholders and the community to
manage and care for what little remains, and restoring degraded areas, we can ensure that Box-Gum Grassy
Woodlands and their inhabitants survive into the future. The illustrations in this book feature the inhabitants
of this beautiful ecosystem we are trying to conserve.

The pages in this book can be coloured in, and the key at the back will enable you to
identify each species.



Box-gum Grassy Woodlands are home to many plant species.
In spring an abundance of flowers provide food for insect pollinators like bees and butterflies.



Can you spot the Australian Painted Lady butterfly?



As eucalypts get older and slowly develop into big trees, they form hollows in the trunk and large branches.



Possums, birds, insects and many other animals make their homes high in the canopy and in the hollows of the old eucalyptus trees. Can you find the Spotted Pardalote?



An incredible variety of birds forage for food and make their nests in woodlands.
They use different areas of habitat including shrubs and saplings, dead trees, the ground layer, tree bark and the Eucalyptus canopy.



The loss of woodland habitat means many of our woodland birds are threatened or declining. Can you spot the Speckled Warbler?



Many woodland creatures make their home in the undergrowth or burrow underground. The Pink-tailed Worm-lizard burrows
under surface rocks to keep out of sight of predators and warm up as the rocks absorb heat from the sun.



People can undertake various activities to protect woodlands including planting trees, removing weeds
and scientific monitoring to ensure woodlands continue to remain diverse and healthy.



Fallen leaves, and branches, logs and rocks are important parts of woodland habitat too.
Reptiles, birds, mammals and invertebrates hide under rocks and logs, and forage for food amongst the fallen leaves.



Aboriginal people have been managing grassy woodlands for thousands of years.
Occasional, low intensity fires are necessary to keep woodlands healthy. Burning grass creates space for other plant species to regenerate.
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Come on a journey into Australia’s unique and beautiful Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands.
See if you can spot the many plants and animals that call these woodlands home.
They could be in the canopy, inside tree hollows, on the ground or under it!

A key at the back of the book will show you what to look for.
Where do your favourite woodland plants and animals live?



